
Karl Marx Arrives in Los Angeles! 
  
30 years after its premiere, Howard Zinn’s political play is more relevant than ever - it 
offers Karl Marx a chance to come back and clear his name. 
  
Los Angeles, 2001 - LA Times reviewer F. Kathleen Foley writes: “[Marx in Soho] mounts a 
clarion defense of the principles of Marxism, while taking a timely jab at a consumerist culture 
run amok.... Zinn's indignation oozes through the levity, and Marx's own words remind us that 
capitalism without conscience is a recipe for revolution.” 
  
In Los Angeles, a $4,000,000 car roaring past hungry, homeless people is not a rare sight - for 
most people, it is simply a fact of life. We are a society in which the dichotomy of ultra-wealthy 
and absolutely-destitute is accepted, even to the brink of resenting poor and idolizing rich. 
Radicalized and unchecked, Capitalism is effectively marginalizing entire populations. It’s easy 
to think of them as statistics, but for director Ye’ela Rosenfeld, their names matter. 
Looking at the world through this lens, Rosenfeld believes Marx in Soho is more relevant now 
than ever - and is reviving it for a limited run at the Actors Art Theater in Mid-City. 
  
In his play, Marx in Soho, Howard Zinn introduces us to Marx’s outlook on society and passion 
for change with wit, humor and gusto! Zinn, bestselling author of A People’s History of the 
United States, is an important American historian and playwright, and his writing offers a unique 
perspective on Marx’s life, and the simple ideas of Socialism. 
 
As a writer and director, Ye’ela believes creative people have a responsibility to raise a voice for 
something bigger than themselves. This is what she set out to do with her new theater company, 
The Social Stage. The company aims to make important plays and active salon discussions led by 
expert speakers, accessible to everyone, regardless of class, income or education. In light of this 
agenda, it is easy to see why Rosenfeld has chosen Marx in Soho as their debut performance. 
“Marx’s utopian ideas of social justice were hijacked, twisted and misrepresented. Through The 
Social Stage, I hope to shine a light on this, and many other crucial social issues”, says 
Rosenfeld. 
  
Rosenfeld is an accomplished stage and screen director, known for her work with renowned 
director, Roman Polanski. Her show The Physicists premiered at the 2017 Hollywood Fringe 
Festival to reving reviews. Among others, she has put up LA productions of works by Vaclav 
Havel, Friedrich Durrenmatt and Jean Paul Sartre. 
 
The Social Stage will operate on a pay-what-you-can model, with the goal of bringing quality 
theater and information to people of all means. Each show will be followed by a salon 
discussion, led by expert speakers. The debut play, Marx in Soho, will be performed by 
renowned theater actor, Gera Hermann, and followed by a discussion with UCLA and USC 
professors. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marxism


 

Calendar Listing Request: 
  

Marx in Soho 
Written by Howard Zinn 
Directed by: Ye’ela Rosenfeld 
Produced by: The Social Stage 
  
SYNOPSIS: 
Karl Marx gets a chance to come back for one hour to stand in front of an audience and clear his name. In this 
one hour Marx defends his idea of socialism and explains how it was twisted and ruined and gotten a bad 
reputation. In addition Marx reflects on his personal life, his relations with his wife, children and friends. 
Written by Howard Zinn (A People’s History of the United States), this play stays with the viewer for weeks to 
come as it forces us to re-examine the unjust social and economic structure that we have created. 
  
 
DATES AND TIMES: 
Thursday, April 4 – 8 p.m.    Discussion after the show led by PHD Sina Rahmani UCLA 
Saturday, April 6 – 8 p.m.     Discussion after the show led by Joes Segal Chief Curator WENDE Museum 
Sunday, April 7 – 3 p.m.       Discussion after the show led by professor Russell Jacoby UCLA 
  
LOCATION: 
Actors Art Theatre 
6128 Wilshire Blvd # 100,  
Los Angeles, CA 90048 
  
TICKET PRICES: 
Pay what you can $5 minimum 
  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
https://bpt.me/4189338 
 
  
PERSONAL INFORMATION: 
Ye’ela Rosenfeld 
310-4245-5609 
Yeelarosenfeld@gmail.com 
www.yeelarosenfeld.com 
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